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BuzziBracks

DEFINE ZONES IN OPEN SPACES
With the modular unit system, BuzziBracks, you can
easily create different areas—for meeting, calling,
focusing or collaborating. Opt for furnishings that
emphasize the function of each zone.

Every
workspace
can be
—Happy, healthy workspace comes in all shapes and sizes,
balancing a mix of several factors: acoustics, lighting,
greenery, and air. Despite acknowledging the importance
of employee well-being and happiness being crucial to
maintaining a successful business, not all workspaces are
happy and healthy, but can be. Several studies suggest the
root of the problem is linked to social isolation and loneliness.

Email, WhatsApp, text messaging, video conferencing, and
Slack. The list of technologies used to connect colleagues in
today’s workspaces is long. Yet, people feel lonely. A recent
study surveying more than 2,000 managers and employees
in 10 different countries reported that more than 40 percent
of those who use email to communicate with colleagues feel
isolated, not involved and miss social connection.
In fact, social isolation at work is a growing trend worldwide.
Some even characterize it as an epidemic, highlighting

that loneliness can negatively impact both health and
productivity. Clearly, this raises a challenge for organizations
to facilitate social interaction and engagement at work.
But what is it that makes us lonely in the workplace? Has this
always been a problem that no one has shed light on until
now, or is loneliness really linked to new ways of working
and changes in today’s work environments? Evidence
indicates the latter. Especially, changes in the open office
layout suggest having a negative impact on social isolation.

... read more
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ACOUSTIC FREE-STANDING FURNITURE
Don’t isolate yourself in enclosed spaces to obtain a
moment of peace and quiet. Free-standing privacy booths
will do the trick without losing touch with colleagues.
We call it work apart together.

THE OPEN OFFICE
MODEL: A REALITY
CHECK
The open office model is applauded for connecting
workers, fostering collaboration, and encouraging
spontaneous encounters with colleagues. But what does
the reality look like? Visually, an open floor plan space
lets more light through with no visible boundaries, but
practically, the absence of defined zones and areas tend
to impede productive interaction among colleagues.
Naturally, it’s difficult to focus when you have someone
right beside you on the phone, someone typing heavily
on the keyboard, or someone chatting with your
neighboring colleague. The result of minimal personal
space, as well as visual and acoustic privacy, is that
people have a tendency to isolate themselves. You’ll
find people wearing noise-canceling headphones,
conquering meeting rooms and privacy booths, and

BuzziVille

then there are the ones who ultimately choose to work
remotely to avoid the rumble and jumble of the office.
But what can we do to create a more connected, social
and productive workspace?

RETHINK THE OPEN
WORKSPACE LAYOUT
In many open workspaces, there is typically no middle ground
between open and closed areas—everything is open! But, to
cultivate social relations and improve employee engagement without
compromising personal space and privacy, we have to find an inbetween solution.
BuzziBracks

Therefore, let’s talk microenvironments. We use this term to
describe small, distinct zones separated from their surrounding
environments by a variety of characteristics, for instance, level of
privacy, type of seating, lighting and workstation. Microenvironments
help delineate areas in open spaces and provide people with the
opportunity for privacy without losing touch with coworkers.

BuzziBracks, a flexible, modular unit system, is a great
solution to define zones in open spaces, preventing the use of
fixed floor-to-ceiling partitions. Combine the dynamic metal
framework in several ways and create different areas—for
meeting, calling, focusing or collaborating. The curtains,
surrounding the frame, act as a visual as well as acoustic
shield, separating one zone from the other. To specify the
function of each zone, accessorize with specially-designed
BuzziBracks items—from table tops and shelves to coat hangers
and pin-up boards—or outfit it with your own furnishings.
However, rethinking the layout of the open workspace layout
to define zones may also involve minor changes, for instance,
moving around furniture, using colors or flexible room
dividers and screens to delineate areas.
No matter in which direction you go, the key takeaway is to
design open-floor spaces in a way that can accommodate
different needs, allowing coworkers to work apart together
and ultimately facilitate social interaction. We shouldn’t forget
that we spend around a third of our lives at work, so building
relations with colleagues is critical to happiness at work. In the
end, it’s not only about the work you do, but what you do and
who you do it with!

BuzziBalance

USE COLORS
BuzziSpark
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Tone-on-tone colored furnishings can help delineate specific
areas—whether it’s flexible seating or telephone booths.
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ACOUSTIC
APPLICATIONS
— When, where & how?

To treat acoustic problems in your office,
studio, and meeting room, there are plenty
of solutions available—including acoustic
panels, which absorb and mitigate noise
to reduce reverberation and echo in a
space. Such panels may be either vertical
or horizontal, and can be characterized by
different features related to their acoustic
performance.

GREENERY

> BuzziKey Soft

— Mitigate sound
transfers with vertical
acoustic panels
In general, vertical panels help mitigate
sound transfers in a space, preventing sound
from traveling from one end of the room to the
other. Vertical panels may also aid in lowering
background noise to an acceptable level.
For instance, in many modern open-space offices,
the noise levels range from 60-80 decibels, while
the recommended level is 45-55 decibels.
Therefore, if the goal is to reduce background
noise and the reverberation time, possible
vertical solutions include: free-standing panels,
such as BuzziScreen and BuzziBlinds,
ceiling-suspended panels, such as BuzziLoose
and BuzziGrid, or wall-mounted panels, for
instance, BuzziMood or some of our latest
solutions, launching at NeoCon BuzziDish,
BuzziTab Soft and BuzziKey Soft.
Alternatively, opt for sound-absorbing wallpaper,
such as BuzziSkin Printed, to bring dull walls
back to life!

BuzziTile, BuzziBlox & BuzziPleat

Acoustic panels, sound panels, and
acoustic boards. The category of
acoustic solutions is growing as the
industry is recognizing the importance
of balancing sound and environmental
noise to achieve happy, healthy
workspaces. However, with so many
offerings now available, it can be quite
a challenge to navigate the jungle of
acoustic applications. In this short guide,
we help you get started.
6

Turn down the volume in
your space while turning
up the ambiance. For
instance, use bold green
tones to create a natureinspired environment.
Below we share some
of our favorite acoustic
applications that easily
help maintain the sunny,
outdoor vibes—even when
you’re indoors.

In order to completely remove background
noise, ideally, you have to build floor-to-ceiling
partitions or remove yourself from the noise
source. Yet, vertical panels can go a long way
and help reduce sound transfers.

> BuzziTab Soft

— Improve direct
absorption with
horizontal acoustic
panels
Horizontal panels, on the other hand,
are primarily used for direct absorption. To
stop sound waves from spreading, absorptive
panels must be used to convert the sound
energy into heat through friction. Made from
sound-absorbing materials or soft acoustic
foam, all our horizontal panels possess highperformance absorption capabilities.

> BuzziDish

> BuzziSkin Printed
Camo Amazon

Examples of possible solutions for direct
absorption include a range of ceilingsuspended panels, including BuzziLand,
BuzziDonut, BuzziBlox, BuzziPleat, and
BuzziZepp.
For improved acoustic performance, install
the panels in different suspension heights.
The air pockets between the panels will
capture sound waves, preventing them from
traveling even further in spaces with high
ceilings.

BuzziMoon & BuzziDonut

> BuzziMood Moss

> BuzziSkin Printed
Jungle

Following these examples, we hope to
have inspired you to consider acoustic
applications in your next project. Remember,
acoustic panels can be playful and
multifunctional—embrace them and let them
become part of your interior.
Read the complete guide on our website
along with a series of other acoustics guides.

www.buzzi.space/noise-reduction
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> BuzziSkin Printed
Green 1
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NeoCon 2019

BuzziSpark
New add-on for this soft lounge sofa. Specially designed for
the working nomads who need power outlets in transit spaces,
BuzziSpark offers integrated power outlets in case not only you
need to recharge, but your devices too.

HIGHLIGHTS

BuzziTab Soft

A sneak peek at the solutions we
will be showcasing at NeoCon
2019 in Chicago. Join us for an
acoustic experience and discover
our solutions for happy
healthy workspaces.
BuzziShade Square
The iconic shade is now reinterpreted with a twist.
This elegant noise-reducing lighting, designed with a
keen eye for details offers both sound absorption and
light. You just have to let it shine!

With its friendly appearance, well-rounded corners and
edges, BuzziTab Soft lightens and softens walls, all while
providing a more acoustically balanced space with its
sounb-absorbing capabilities.

BuzziDee
The unique design of BuzziDee, with rounded
corners on top and below, makes the difference
due to its versatility. Its firm but lightweight
character allows you to rearrange the setting—
from informal meeting areas to break-out zones.

BuzziDome
A modern acoustic light distinct for its refined,
dome shape. Its concave design, coupled
with its acoustic foam element, acts as
a diffuser and absorber of sound. This
recognizable shape provides a homelike
feeling to any space.

BuzziTable
Subtle yet resilient. The straightforward
character of BuzziTable is its force. With
an oval-shaped tabletop and supporting
structure refined to the essentials, this design
leaves behind an effortless signature.

BuzziSkin Printed

BuzziKey Soft
The sound-absorbing features of BuzziKey Soft
ensure a well-balanced space that's never out
of tune. The soft exterior and chamfered edges
reinterpret the classic acoustic panel. It's back to
basics, yet attuned to modern spaces and interiors.

BuzziDish

The BuzziSkin Printed family has been extended with
new, wild camouflage prints. Any of these 4 new
patterns will undoubtedly make your interior stand out!

BuzziDish is a series of upholstered, dynamic 3D
acoustic wall and ceiling panels, marrying
design and function with the recognizable,
reminiscent of a satellite dish.

BuzziBracks
The dynamic, metal framework can be created and
recreated according to everyday needs—meeting,
focusing, or collaborating. The curtains add an extra
layer of functionality, acting as both an acoustic and
visual shield. Everything is possible with BuzziBracks.
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Designer Alain Gilles

Designer interview:

A place for
conversations
It is always inspiring to get to know the designer
of each product. This time, Alain Gilles shares his
insights about design and the story about how our
brand-new BuzziTable was born.

Do you have any design heroes?

There are several tables designed
by you in our portfolio. Do you think
they have a common thread?

It would definitely be Oscar Niemeyer. What I like
from this well-known architect is what his pieces are
actually saying and how simple they are. He did the
Brazilian National Congress, with these two semidomes inverted. The upper house is meant to be for
Federal Senate and the lower house was designed
for the Chamber of Deputies. All these make sense to
me because you can perceive what he is trying to say
through this building. It’s not the shape itself.

In general, what they have in common is the
impression of gathering around it and reassuring
people. For instance, BuzziPicNic tends to refer to
anywhere but a working environment. It is about how
people interact when they are in another setting, a
non-stressful one.

You always use nice material
combinations. This time, it is also
about different materials. Do
you look for trends on different
combinations?

The new BuzziTable is distinctive for
its clear shape. Where did you find
inspiration from?
Yes, I like these clear lines. It is simple and, in a way,
it’s an archetype of a traditional dining or a kitchen
table. A table where people come together. It used
to be a functional element. So, the inspiration came
from this impression of solidity and gathering. When
I design products for offices, it is important for me
to give this impression of being rooted and that they
have value. Thus, it is a way for people to feel that
they are valued and, consequently, they work better.

Since I am a designer I am always receptive to what
is happening around. But I don’t tend to study trends.
I think the combination of materials is about bringing
something fresher or less expected. For me, the mix of
material is key to the reinterpretation of any piece.

BuzziTable — In a nutshell

How do you see BuzziTable fitting
into the philosophy of happy, healthy
workspaces?

2 Sizes

Its oval shape is a kind of a non-conflictual table.
In many offices, tables are rectangular with edgy
shapes. There, you feel a sort of competition between
people. In contrast, the archetype kitchen table, where
people help to prepare the meal together, is about
sharing.
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Medium: 94.48" x 35.43" x 29.53"

Ash White Wash

Large: 118.11" x 42.52" x 29.53"

Ash Black Stained

Tabletop Ceramic

From the beginning, it was not meant to be an office
table, which for BuzziSpace makes sense since you
are offering solutions for workspaces with a homey
feeling. Also, it is not common for an office table
to have colors on the top. So, it perfectly fits in
BuzziSpace’s DNA.

BuzziTable & BuzziFloat

Base
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Tabletop Linoleum

Blue

Brown

Powder

Nero

Gold

White

Pewter

Mauve
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He says, “I have always been drawn to working with shapes
and design, and in particular how different shapes come
together to form a whole. It’s a state of mind and a creative
process that’s constantly ongoing—while I’m in the car, in the
shower, and in my bed. The same process played out for the
development of BuzziDish. Ideas don’t unfold in an instant,
they unfold over time and are influenced by impulses from my
surroundings.”
As such, this story does have multiple beginnings, just like
some of Jeffrey’s previous projects. Yet, there’s something that
sets this project apart from the rest. It isn’t lighting. In fact, this
is the first non-lighting product that we have seen from the
Belgian designer, who’s thrilled to experiment with fabrics and
upholstery—materials and techniques far away from what he’s
accustomed to working within the lighting industry. “Now I can
experiment with everything. It’s a whole new world that opens
up to me,” says Jeffrey enthusiastically.
However, putting differences aside, there’s a common theme
that unites the designs in Jeffrey’s portfolio. Everything rotates.
Everything is built to move, to surprise. And that’s exactly
what BuzziDish does, too. Surprise!

A silent, yet
rebellious
character
The playful exterior
may have you fooled,
but underneath the
surface is an acoustic
powerhouse that’s
pushing the boundaries
for the next generation
of acoustic solutions.

Expect the unexpected. These three words not only define
our brand, but they also sum up the story we’re about to
tell you now. It’s no surprise that acoustics is part of our
legacy. Looking in the rear-view mirror, the road is packed
with a variety of acoustic solutions—from ceiling and wall
applications to free-standing screens and panels.
But the journey doesn’t stop here. Together with first-time
collaborator, Belgian designer Jeffrey Huyghe, we’re pushing
the boundaries for the next generation of acoustic solutions,
expanding our portfolio beyond two-dimensional wall
solutions.
Like any other good story, let’s start at the beginning. With
a background in industrial product design, mechanical
engineering, and lighting, only few would have predicted
Jeffrey to debut BuzziDish, a new series of
upholstered 3D acoustic wall and ceiling panels.
However, to Jeffrey, this move was bound to happen sooner
or later.
12

“BuzziDish turns the original idea of a dish upside down. Rather
than receiving and transmitting signals, it absorbs them. With its
fabric-upholstered body, combined with a perforated structure
and acoustic foam core, BuzziDish’s parabolic, concave design
captures undesired sound waves,” says Jeffrey. “But this isn’t
all. It rotates, too. At first glance, it looks like a stationary wall
application, but as you get closer, BuzziDish reveals its dynamic
nature.”
Imagine BuzziDish as a dynamic sculpture that can transform in
seconds—one moment it appears minimalistic, the next it converts
into something very expressive. As such, designers and architects
can create their own configurations to fit any setting or interior.
All of this is made possible by the rotating connector attached to
the back of the outside curvature, which in turn offers additional
functionality and flexibility to the user. Important to Jeffrey is that
everything he creates has this spark of magic—that moment of
surprise while maintaining its original purpose. BuzziDish achieves
both.

At first glance, it looks
like a stationary wall
application, but as you get
closer, BuzziDish reveals
its dynamic nature.

Discover this new series of upholstered 3D acoustic wall panels
firsthand at NeoCon 2019 where we surprise with other, unexpected
solutions for tomorrow’s workspaces. You haven’t seen it all yet!

BuzziDish

 Acoustic Principles

— In a nutshell
 Materials
Metal wall or ceiling connection powder coated
in Black (RAL 9005) Acoustic foam element
upholstered in fabric

Acoustic Performance

 Sizes
Ø : 58 cm | 22.83”
D min: 15 cm | 5.9”, D max: 40 cm |15.75”

Low Tones

13

Absorption Diffusion

Mid Tones

High Tones
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ACOUSTIC LIGHTING:

...Don't forget all of our existing acoustic lighting solutions. We've
selected a few NeoCon specials. What are your favorites?

Light up your mind in silence

> BuzziPleat LED

This summer, we introduce
BuzziDome—a refined,
upholstered pendant
acoustic lighting. The
recognizable shape,
emitting functional light,
provides a homelike
feeling to any space.

> BuzziShade Square
> BuzziJet
> BuzziProp LED

Let's stay in touch!

We are so excited to introduce a new addition to our acoustic
lighting portfolio. BuzziDome, designed by BuzziSpace
Studio, is a modern acoustic light distinct for its refined, dome
shape.

BuzziSpace HQ
Groeningenlei 141,
2550 Kontich, Belgium
info@buzzi.space
+32 3 846 10 00

THE TEMPLE OF SILENCE

Its concave design, coupled with its acoustic foam element,
acts as an excellent diffuser and absorber of sound. Therefore,
BuzziDome, as well many other BuzziSolutions, provides
exceptional acoustic treatment for open-plan settings.

CRAFTSMANSHIP

A recessed LED light source, paired with its tailored design,
accentuates the pendant’s meticulous craftsmanship while also
emitting a warm, functional light.

TIP! Be creative and hang more than one
BuzziDome in line and you will experience an
even more powerful acoustic performance
whilst brightening up any space!

> BuzziHat

VERSATILE BY NATURE

BuzziDome accommodates the demand for both sound absorption
and high-quality light. This distinctive functional light is wellsuited for use above a desk or conference room table. As such,
BuzziDome fits a range of interiors from open-plan workplaces to
hospitality settings, and even break-out areas.

DRESS CODE: CONTEMPORARY

With a wide range of colorful upholstery options to pick from,
BuzziDome is an incredibly versatile pendant light. It will definitely
complement the aesthetic scheme of your interior.
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BuzziSpace
Sh'Office Germany

BuzziSpace
Sh'Office UK

BuzziSpace
Sh'Office New York

Im Mariental 16,
52064 Aachen, Germany
deutschland@buzzi.space
+49 241 99 77 64-0

1-15 Clere Street,
London EC2A 4UY, UK
uk@buzzi.space
+44 020 7253 3363

45 West 21st Street,
New York, NY 10010, USA
us@buzzi.space
+1 336 821 3150

BuzziSpace Office
Manufacturing NL

BuzziSpace Office
Manufacturing USA

BuzziSpace
Sh'Office Chicago

Industrieweg 7A,
5531 Bladel, The Netherlands
info@buzzi.space
+31 497 387 478

1200 Redding Drive,
High Point, NC 27260, USA
us@buzzi.space
+1 336 821 3150

222 West Merchandise
Mart Plaza, Chicago,
IL 60654, USA
us@buzzi.space
+1 336 821 3150

Looking for your closest dealer? Check out our website www.buzzi.space/contact
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Expect the unexpected

www.buzzi.space

